
Class of 2019 
Mission Possible: Graduation and Beyond 

Supports BRIDGE Law Advisement



Our Counseling Program
Promotes development and support for 
EVERY student:
 Academic
 Rigorous courses
 Course completion 
 Increased graduation rates

 Career 
 Links to next step and eventually world of work

 Personal/social/emotional



Purpose of Completed 

Classroom Guidance

 Students will
 understand the purpose and completion of all graduation 

requirements on the Senior Letter (note page 2)

 review the Senior checklist document

 be updated on GAfutures and Georgia Career Information Center 
information

 be presented again with HOPE Scholarship eligibility information

 be reminded about YouScience results and the importance of using that 
information for future decisions

 be advised about the importance of their career interest and choices 
upon graduation and next step choices

 be learning about resources on the Counseling & Guidance site on the 
Paulding County School District website:

https://counseling.paulding.k12.ga.us/

https://counseling.paulding.k12.ga.us/








For our Seniors…

Dennis Whatley, author of many leadership books, states,

"Winners can tell you where they are going, what they plan to do

along the way, and who will be sharing the adventure with them."

 Transcript history is really important and the Senior Letter lists all of the 
requirements for graduation 
 courses required

 online courses required, if applicable

 credit recovery courses, if applicable

 tests
 EOC Assessments-courses must be passed (80% course and 20% assessment) 

 pathway completion information

 There needs to be a focus on current classes and doing well in each class. 

 All grades count toward the overall GPA and earning credits for 
graduation! Transcript history started being built at the end of first 
semester of the ninth grade year and for some students during the 7th

grade year with the Middle School Spanish Part A course.



Checklist for Seniors

 Get organized!

 Know your deadlines

 SAT and ACT Testing Information

 Links for test preparation including SAT, ACT, are on the school 

district website.

 HOPE Q & A

 Grades Count

 Use www.GAfutures.org and MyGAfutures

http://www.gafutures.org/


Checklist continued

 Know where to find NCAA information and how/when to 

register-see district website for links

 Follow guidelines of local school on lead time needed for the 

application and/or letters of recommendation process

 Always ask questions and ask for help!



BRIDGE Advisement and Career Decisions

As courses were considered during the advisement and 

registration utilizing the IC MYAP Tool plus additional advisement 

opportunities along the way, all students were told to ask:

What kinds of classes really interest me?

What do my YouScience results tell me about my abilities and 
interests?

Where do I see my future:
technical college
college
military
work
other



For each student to answer, “Who Am I?”

 Students may answer future career questions along with the 

school counselors by completing

 YouScience Ability and Interest Inventory

 GCIS, Georgia Career Information System Interest 

Inventories

 GAfutures – Career Exploration of a Targeted Career 

Interest

 Post secondary school comparison should be reviewed

 Senior Capstone Project   



 Be reminded about Youscience results and the importance of 

using that information for future decisions



Link on the PCSD website
https://counseling.paulding.k12.ga.us/index.php/academic/advisement/

https://counseling.paulding.k12.ga.us/index.php/academic/advisement/


Senior Checklist – Reviewed during Classroom Guidance

Surviving the Senior Year Guide

BRIDGE Advisement Checklist for Seniors

BRIDGE Advisement



Surviving the Senior Year
(Linked on High School Counseling Page of PCSD Website)



Senior Advisement Checklist
July-May Checklist to Guide Seniors
(Linked to High School Counseling Website on PCSD Website)



This is the guide to meeting graduation 

requirements!

Senior Letter



Senior Letter



Senior Letter – Page 1
 Graduation Requirement Chart

 Please remember counselors are supporting you to be a Pathway Completer 

with 3 sequential courses in CTAE or Fine Arts or World Language.

 Counselors will consult with you about meeting graduation requirements 

with one full credit in each of these three areas: CTAE, Fine Arts and World 

Language.

 3 YouScience Career options

 Making Decisions About the Next Step After High School

 Very important - 2 credits in the same World Language must be earned 

to be admitted some two and all four-year colleges and universities. 



Senior Letter-Page 2

 Courses are listed that must be completed to graduate

 Pathway completion courses are documented.

 Online and Credit Recovery Courses are listed, if applicable

 Any EOC Assessments are listed for required courses, usually 

Economics for Seniors 



MYAP IC Portal
Remember to view your Academic Progress under the IC Portal using 

the Academic Progress Tab.



As a part of the counseling focus on learning for 

students, we promote: www.GAfutures.org

• NOTE: GAfutures account must have a good, working email.

• Gafutures helps students:
• Explore options after high school including in-state college, university, and 

technical college options

• Utilize information as well as the online application document for the Dual 
Enrollment Program

https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/scholarships-grants/move-on-when-
ready/application-procedure-and-deadline/

• Review the HOPE GPA

• Request that an electronic transcript be sent to a technical college, college or 
university

• Process college, university, and technical college applications for in-state schools
https://www.gafutures.org/media/113398/final-qg-quick-guide-user-apply-to-college.pdf

• Gain information about state scholarships, loans and grants

• Review scholarship opportunities

http://www.gafutures.org/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/scholarships-grants/move-on-when-ready/application-procedure-and-deadline/
https://www.gafutures.org/media/113398/final-qg-quick-guide-user-apply-to-college.pdf


If a new account is created on 

GAfutures use:

 GTID for User Name  After email comes from 

Gafutures key password as:

mmddyyyy (birth date) plus 

lower case first name initial and 

upper case last name initial

Example:

xxxxxxxxmB



GCIS Accounts will use the same 

format:

 GTID for User Name mmddyyyy (birth date) plus 

lower case first name initial and 

upper case last name initial 

xxxxxxxxmB

This information will be keyed 

after the initial sign in process. 

The initial password for all 

students is Password1.

Each of  two security questions 

is answered with Paulding



Account Creation

https://www.gafutures.org/media/113397/final-qg-quick-guide-user-

create-account.pdf

https://www.gafutures.org/media/113397/final-qg-quick-guide-user-create-account.pdf


Requesting a Transcript

https://www.gafutures.org/media/113401/final-qg-quick-

guide-user-requesting-transcript-through-gafutures.pdf

https://www.gafutures.org/media/113401/final-qg-quick-guide-user-requesting-transcript-through-gafutures.pdf


PROBE FAIR, October 17, 6-8 p.m.

Paulding County High School

 The Probe Fair is an excellent time to visit with college, 

university, technical college and military representatives.



Where am I going?

 Graduation Requirement Chart

 Making Decisions About the Next Step After High School-note next 

slide for resource links

 Very important - 2 credits in the same World Language must be earned 

to be admitted some two and all four-year colleges and universities. 







College Admissions Links



ACT and SAT Registration and 

Information Links



Helpful College Admissions Links



Important Dates
(Dates, locations, etc. are different at each high school)

 Senior Parent Night:

Scheduled by each high school

 Financial Aid Opportunity:

Scheduled by each high school

 Apply to College Month:

Scheduled by each high school



FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) 

must be completed, even for HOPE Scholarship

Financial Aid Opportunities &

Scholarships

How will I get where I am going?



If you are a going to be a College Athlete



It is important to understand the difference 

between these 3 types of funds.



Scholarship Information 
https://counseling.paulding.k12.ga.us/index.php/career/financial-aid-101-and-scholarships/



Explore Financial Aid 101 on GAfutures site:
https://www.gafutures.org/federal-aid-scholarships/

https://www.gafutures.org/federal-aid-scholarships/


HOPE Scholarship

 3.0 Grade Point Average in all academic courses (core and 

elective academic courses)

 AP (Advanced Placement) courses will receive a .5 weight by 

Georgia Student Finance Commission

 There is no .5 weight added to an A grade.

 Honors courses are not weighted by Georgia Student Finance 

Commission

 Dual Enrollment courses will receive a .5 weight by Georgia 

Student Finance Commission beginning in 14-15 school year.

 The PCSD transcript adds 10 numeric bonus points for dual 

enrollment courses in English, math, science, social studies and 

world language courses.



Important HOPE Information

 Even if student is eligible, student will not receive HOPE, if 

there is no match among:

 Infinite Campus (student information system)

 FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)

 MyGAfutures account on GAfutures

 College/university application

 Financial aid documentation at college, university, and/or 

technical college



Areas that cause an eligible student 

not to show eligible for the HOPE: 

 999 number is in the student information system rather than 

valid Social Security Number

 Incorrect Social Security Number

 Incorrect Legal Name

 Incorrect birth date

 Incorrect high school name

Student must carefully and continually check  HOPE information 

on MyGAfutures account on Gafutures.org

GSFC does not permit counselors to calculate HOPE GPA. 

Students and parents must always use MyGAfutures site.



HOPE Information

 The HOPE scholarship will pay a percentage amount of the 

standard tuition charges from the previous year for a 3.0 

Core GPA.

 Website for HOPE amounts are linked on the GAfutures 

website and are updated each spring semester.

 HOPE will not pay for remedial or developmental courses



HOPE After High School

 Student leaves high school with a 3.0 Core GPA and finishes 

the first 30 hours at a college or technical college with a 2.9 

GPA (known as Tier 1)

 Student would lose HOPE after first year.

 Student can only lose the HOPE Scholarship one time during 

the college years. 

 While in college there is a HOPE check at the end of 30, 60 and 

90 hours, also known as Tiers 1, 2 and 3. 



HOPE
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/hope-scholarship/

https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/hope-scholarship/


Zell Miller
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/zell-miller-

scholarship/

https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/zell-miller-scholarship/


Zell Miller
 Zell Miller Scholar Program

 Must meet all HOPE requirements

 Must graduate with a 3.7 GPA in Core Subjects as calculated by 

GSFC

 Must have a 1200 SAT Score in Critical Reading and Math from 

one test OR

 Must have a 26 ACT Composite Score from one test

 Must have SAT and/or ACT scores before graduation date to 

GSFC; Testing service sends scores to GSFC; Parent and student 

need to be certain that GSFC has scores; 

 Scores of tests taken in June after graduation are not used



Scholarship Search
https://www.gafutures.org/scholarship-search

https://www.gafutures.org/scholarship-search


My HOPE GPA

https://www.gafutures.org/media/113400/final-qg-quick-guide-user-my-

hope-gpa.pdf

https://www.gafutures.org/media/113400/final-qg-quick-guide-user-my-hope-gpa.pdf


All professional school counselors in our 

district are here for you.


